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The IVinto-Moiley Reforms, as the changes under refe-
rence came to be known, were no exception to this rule. The
leaders of the nineteenth century like Romesh Dutt had for
years worked for the change, and had created the necessary
atmosphere for it. Ihe fact that the change had come
though belatedly, as is rften the case with such changes,
showed that the circumstances were lipe for it. It was
the first change of its kind, and was a recognition of the
fact that the political atmosphere of the country had begun
to change. This by Itself was a matter of gratification for
the leaders who had worked for the change and had created
the circumstances in which the "Reform" could no longer
be resisted. But the "Reform" had a greater significance,
much beyond the extent of the change that it conceded. It
set in motion the process of change, recognized the need
for conceding the demand for self-government, however
partially, and thereby in its turn accelerated the process of
the change of circumstances and the atmosphere in the
country which made further concession by the ruling power
inevitable. The process which the Minto-Morley Reform
set in motion m 1908, reached its consummation in less
than forty years, and though the process was by no means
smooth and unobstructed, the inevitable culmination came
with the complete transfer of power on the 15th August,
1947.

This culmination was not foreseen in 1908, nor was the
process of change leading to it anticipated at that distance
of time, but leaders like Romesh Dutt who were responsible
for the first phase of the progress towards independence
had reason to congratulate- themselves on initiating the pro-
cess. It is seldom given to men, however great and gifted,
to foresee the processes of history in motion over about
half a century. It is sufficient that the immediate objectives
over limited periods are achieved. The objective which